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in trades, and bring actions in courts. Each estate owner was to prepare within one year after the promulgation of the statutes an inventory (ustavnaia gramota) determining the area of land actually in possession of the peasants, specifying whether this area met with the requirements laid down by the law (to be discussed presently), and defining the obrok (annual payment) or barshchina (services) due from the liberated serfs. The inventories were then submitted for confirmation to the arbitrator (mirovoi posrednik), an official appointed by the provincial governor from among local noble landowners. The arbitrator, jointly with the representatives of the peasantry of the estate, examined each inventory, settled disputed points, made revisions and amendments if the original text did not conform with the law, and finally put the inventory into operation by reading it at the village assembly. In case of failure of estate owners to prepare inventories within the prescribed time (one year), the performance of this task devolved upon the arbitrator. The introduction of inventories was to be completed within two years, by February 19, 18637 when the process of emancipation was to enter its second phase. During this period relations between landowners and their "temporary-obligated" (vremenno-obiazannye) peasants, to use the inelegant official term, were determined by the inventories; this relationship continued until it was superseded (either by voluntary agreement of the parties or at the request of the landowner) by the regime of redemption payments through which the former serfs eventually became owners of their allotments. The statutes of 1861 established no time limit for the period of "temporary obligation." They merely provided that the charges prescribed by the "inventories" were to be revised after twenty years, that is, in 1881. By the law of December 28, 1881, however, the redemption of allotments was made compulsory as from January 1,1883. The redemption debt, the amortization of which constituted the chief feature of the third stage of the emancipation, was computed by capitalizing at 6 per cent the annual charges assessed on peasant allotments. The government advanced to the landowners interest-bearing securities to the amount of 75 or 80 per cent of the total indemnification to which they were entitled, the peasants usually providing the balance (and sometimes additional payments), except when the redemption operation was imposed by the landowner without the peasants' consent. According to the law, advances made by the government to the owners were to be repaid by the peasants by annual